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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) n Clalm(s) 1^ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) 1_ is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) 2z8 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by JA 06-078320. 

Re claim 1, JA 06-078320 discloses (Abstract) an image 
processing apparatus for correcting the color of pixel signals 

(inherently falling within the range of the maximum gamut of the 
color space) . The apparatus includes means for setting a pixel 
signal target color (the recited reference value) and means for 
converting the pixel signal using the reference target color 

(UO*, VO*), two chrominance components (U*, V*) and a luminance 
component (L*) of the pixel signal to be corrected, coincident 
with the closeness of the pixel signal to the target color. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
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independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

Re claim 2 (and dependent claims 3-8), the art of record 
does not teach or suggest the recited generation of a correction 
intensity that is small on the periphery of the color region of 
a specific range on the basis of the luminance component and two 
chrominance components and large in the vicinity of the center 
of said region, in conjunction with the recited arrangement for 
converting a pixel signal using a target reference, a luminance 
component, and two chrominance components. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Hiratsuka et al and Tse disclose examples of image 
processing systems managing a luminance component and two 
chrominance components. 

6. Any inquiry concerning the contents of this communication 
or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 

to Stephen M. Brinich at 571-272-7430. 

Any inquiry relating to the status of this application, 
entry of papers into this application, or other any inquiries of 
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a general nature concerning application processing should be 
directed to the Tech Center 2600 Customer Service center at 571- 
272-2600 or to the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199 or 571- 
272-1000. 

The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:00-5:30, 
alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to contact the examiner and the Customer 
Service Center are unsuccessful, supervisor David Moore can be 
contacted at 571-272-7437. 

Faxes pertaining to this application should be directed to 
the Tech Center 2600 official fax number, which is 571-273-8300. 

Hand-carried correspondence may be delivered to the 
Customer Service Window, located at the Randolph Building, 401 
Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 

/Stephen M Brinich/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2 625 



